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On July 19, the Peruvian General Workers Confederation (CGTP) launched a 48-hour national
strike in protest of government economic policies. The CGTP's slogans are "to fight for bread,
work, democracy and peace with social justice." The strike has received the support of all Peruvian
labor unions, many civic organizations, and the United Left (IU) opposition party coalition. CGTP
secretary general, Valentin Pacho, told reporters on July 18 that the strike was organized to protest
the price hikes announced on July 10 affecting basic goods and services. Prices for many basic
foodstuffs, he said, range from 70% to over 100%. In order to ease the effects ofthe price hikes, the
government also authorized a wage hike ranging from 50 to 70%. According to some private sector
economists, the recent measures have boosted inflation this month to 30%, establishing an historical
record. Annual inflation is expected to surpass 400%. In addition to denouncing economic policies,
the labor unions have also lodged protests against the government's agreement with the Shell oil
company for exploitation of natural gas in Cusco department, and the continuity of the state of
emergency in several regions of the country. (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 07/16/88; 07/18/88)
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